5 p o0 0887

2]
(@]

7
2 Ak %@j éf%z

WEWSLETIER #8 . February 1982
CALEWDAR

February Visit to Deb Felmeth's studio

March Rugweaving with Ann Brook

April Spinning 5ilk with Alice Blistein - Silk provided by
Guild - Bring S?iﬁniﬁ& wheels

April 17 All day workshop with Bhelly Osborne on spinning Novelty
yarns, Miniwmum attendance - 10 people, Price: qu.

May Bobbin Lace with Margaret Lancaster

National Sheep & Wool Festival cont. The high points of what I learned

from the fleecce Judge at altamont are: 1, Get the wool out of those plastic
bags and into burlap sacks or light weight canvas bags! 1If plastic MUST

be used, punch holes in it - alot of holes - so the wool can breathe, 2,
Skirt those fleeces Wthl@&QlV ~ B0 TaGS, 3, Check several areas of the
fleece for uniformity of crimp and fiber strength, Smell each area for

mold and feel for dawmpness and lanolin., 4&. Use paper twine to tie the fleece
hree times one way, three times the other. I was informed the average price
is $7/pound in New York State for a GOOD colored fleece, I didn't see a
single fleece from the Northeastern states that I haven't seen right here

n Vermont, YWe can take pride in our sheep and wooll Nancy Low

AFTER THISTLEDOWH
“heels u_lll turnlnﬁ, riding homg, on a spifning high,
Just can't wait to try that fleece - I watch the miles go by.
blnallg nowe - all is darkness in our little town
So far away - six long hours drive from Thistledown,

w,.

stand up from
op my bundles
ain from Thistledown,

Found a great new stitch for knitting - but can't s
all that sitting! Stumble in my own front door, dr
on the floor, stop and take a look around - home ag

Can't believe that I was there! I fall into the nearest chair,

surveying all the toys and mess - house a shambles, more or less,

Where to put all that new fleece? Had sixty pounds right here, at least,
Books and samples, goodie bag, dirty laundrv, (spirits sag).

Morning after's even worse - I'm broke - just an empty purse,

The job, the kids, the house, the chores ~ been three davs since I
been outdoors, Towards div’Q end things are logking dimmer-

No compnlimentary wine with dinner, But it zets worse, I am afraid-
I didn't brinz along the wmaid - and so, despite my fondest wishes-
After dinner, "I do dishes.

‘ve

fecall with fondess what I found - the friends, the sharing,



4.
abln—fo—roudd the nervous fit I sat and span in when confronting
Allen Fannin - Shoved my wool unwashed, uncarded, 'neath uny chair
and closely guarded my poor bobbin filled with stuff I Knew he'd
judge; "Not up to snuilfli"

Day after Thistledown is done, It surelv was a lot of fun
to leave my daily chores behind - to get away and 1uSL unwind-

Sut now the truth is clear to me - Thistledown winds up, you see,
the spinner who just loves her craft and drives her just a llLEle daft,

She comes home wound up for a week, and, after all that food, no
thinner -~ so if you're planning for next yvears Thistledown too,
vou and I are a palr of real handspinners!

Anonymous

Our first celebration of "ROCK DAY'" was a huge success . with 35 members in
attendance. Great fe ”ood conversation, wonder *LL be“LHh' —
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XWXFHX DRUM CARDER REVIEW XLOX Ll
HNo, 2 Clemes and Clemes

Although I think the ratrick Green drum carder
iu nLoaﬂalv the best I que ever used, I'm sat-
isfied with my Clemes & Clewes. 3uy ;Qg it used
for less than half price and in excallent condition may be part of the
reason for wmy satisfaction with it. It seems to work as T~ell with washed
or unwashed fleebe both requiring a good teasing before cdﬂmg into the
stmall roller, I flnd I particularly llme it for carding rov1ngs to be used
in making felt, Most fleece carding requires two trips through the rollers
to do a reallv ex relle nt job. It would be nice if the metal handle ,were
sheathed with a wooden revolv1n6 covering for added ease and comfort while
cranking. Alarger feeding tray might be nice, too, but I feel so fortun-
ate just to have one 1 reallv shouldn't COEDlalh. It was well worth the

price and does a good job for me, Mary Heald

ky Clemes & Clemes nice 1f you wash and thoroughly tease the wool be-
fore carding, Drum inches wide with a fine)tooth cloth, Needs to
have a clamp to secu to work table, Problenms I £ind are: 1, tend-
ency to £ill middle arge drum, 2, f£ull tray, wool tends to wind on

2
3. large batts difficult to rewove from drum, 4,
taale wool Annette Reynolds
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Fine carder for sale: 390, For sale: 32 inch, 4 harness
Ellen Leone 4533315 [ wanle loom, Peter Reimer maker,
) =\ N\ 3250 or best offer,
Song. Judv Yelell 4534513
“\ﬂﬁ/ ? \ \ Fai s )
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bunny March 29 - Anril 2,
Also expecting Alpine goat
kids in Iarcn




CHEVIOTS

e ovdmr or Southern and the MNorth

Comtry. Border is smaller size and was improved by selection from origin-
al stock, where as North Jountry 1s l;rder animal and improved by cross-
breeding. Cheviots are wmountain she native to the hills between England
and Scotland, It is a hardy breed AJd can tolerate hard JLﬁtcrs. They have
a light weight fleece, medium wool-46 to 56-that is easy to spin, Ny fleece
was frow a 6 vear old registered ram that had dusty tipped wool which need-
ed washing before spinnln; to remove the sticky lanolin and yolk, Staple
length is 3% to 6 inches with crimp measuring 5 per inch., Kemps are pre-
dominant in wools influﬁnccﬂ by this breedand is noticable in spun varn and
more so if dyed according to "Fleece in Your Hand' by B, Horne, (Check
samples, 1 didn't notice any.) Fleece was washed, carded and spun on an
Ashford wheel with Jumbo Flyer, It was ry easy to spin with a long draw
and redium-~f£irm tension on bobbin and llﬁnt resistance on wool, Yarn was

plied and twist set, The finish yarn fe cls spongzy and a little scratchy to
me, The whitest yarn I have ever spun. B, Horne says, "Cheviot will give
the same softest and whiteness as Merino, but not the brightness'"., Yarn
maybe used for sweaters, hats, mittens, blankets, and rugs '

There are two types of Cheviots, th

PWJﬂ

THE DYERQT

Indigo ~- Mary Worley

Indigo Extract Stock Solution

In Jar: 1 tablespoon Indigo, 1 tablespoon Sodium Hydrosulfite, add water
to make paste, Fill jar with ammonia, Let set to clear (at least 1 hour---
nroogaTy overnight), This ie vouwr extract,

Dye Pot: £fill pot 2/3 - 3/4 with water at 110-115 degrees and add small
amount of extract, You vlll be using the clear 7eTlom licuid on top» of the
extract, Refill the extract jar with ammonia. (You may continue to do this
until the blue precipitate is used up,) Test with a *rfp of white cloth or
paper towel, Dip the end in dye pot and rewmove; it should come out yel-
low—grbeﬁ and then turn blue, four brew is readv now to use, Add wet varn
for 5 minutes, Reuove and air for 10-15 wminutes. uedlp for dealrea ehade,
Do this CAKEFULLY so as to introduce as little oxyge 61 : w
Sample is from Cheviot fleece asbove,

Urea Vat -- Fill any suitable container with : 780
Indig into ‘a cotton sock; tie end; submerge din urine wvat,
Pc this until Indigo dissolves into vat, 4add well washed and
wetted a“1--4enb1y. The yarn is allowed to soak in this wvat 10-20 win,,
or overnight, or longer depending upon desired color, &ir at least as long
as you soaked the varn, Alr at least 24 hours before washing after final
color is reached, Hext day, wash: 1, first with plain. urine, 2, second
with lukewarm water, 3. third in soapy water Rinse well and allow to dry
until the odors are ew:*“ely renoved (?)11 Sariple from fleece above,
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tale urinc,
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Cl.

132 W 22nd St, MN,Y,.

Source: Sodium Hvdrosulfite Gity Jhem&Q%L
M.Y. 10011.4

Iindigo, Paste and Lump €T6 “Dowder)
Roseburg, Oregon, 97470 2. Straw Intog
California 94618

8, F.u. 506
Jollexe ~ve, Oakland,
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In Bgypt around AD400, Coptic Christ ns were knif Z sandal socks,
bags and dolls,



'R§§Q Sampler of Angora

.
ZERA The History of Angora began long ago near ankora, Turkey.
Wiy 2 =0 Beginning about 1723, the French were bre§d§ng, raising and
WA -~ 5.0 pluckln" Angora rabbits for their wool., This wool is very
soft, vet is strong and extra warm, though light of weight, The rabbits
have come to be labeled in several vqriet*es, thought at least one author
assures us that there is no purs variety, as the varieties have been cros-
sed with each other so much. Angora rabalts are ueually medium of size,
contain good quality meat (for those interested) with 24 to 5 inch long
wool, “ART° Ang oras need a bit wore care than other rabbits. Cages: They

should Rave at least a wire floor on them (" x 1), 'The floor belng well
above the ground wit h good drainage. With a “ood roof and sides they
should fare quite well in the winter, Yet the sides snhould be temporary

such as canvas flaps., 1In the summer Angoras a;e easily overheated so should
be in the coolest spot available with no sides to their cage, except in
wind and rain, BEach buck should have his own cage, Two does wmay be kept
in the same cage, (CAUTION!! Sometimes there are disagreements, My
Allgopice lost a nosel)

r JFmDITG: For best wool oroduc ion 20% protein rabbit pellets should
be fed 4-5 0z, per day. HNo rabbit should have greens while vo*nﬁ then
begin ”raCQally if desired, RabbiL enjoy having hay; for anfuxao a rack

on the outside of cage is best,
BREZUING: Careful breeders aim for ality and length oT wool, then

- L—a
gentleness of rabbit, Breeding animals should not be expected to be 'wool-
er'" if wuch breeding is done as their strength goes intoc bunnies, Weather
should be over 50 dezrees if the doe will be outside for kindling.
PLUCKING &1 GRUCMIY Groom once a week as soon as growth is
over an inch long, bv ¢ and removing any tangles, Hake sure they are
an, ‘hen fur begins to £ly around, they

clean and that their cages clean,

are ready or alwost ready plucking., This is due to the fact that Angoras
molt every six to ten week Each rabbit has guard hair which rewains on

the qﬂimal after plucking, This hair is coarser and much deeper in color

than the lighter wool which rnolts, In very cold weather wailt a bit longer

than usual to pluck, as next coat will begin to grov out., The method of
plucking is to hold two f£ingers down to the skin using other hand to pluck
top wool. The new coat and the usual guard hair will be left,

SeIv G: Keep a loose tension on bo fbin, Put a lot ot spin on the
varn, It will be very smooth when spun, but will magically fluff after
a washifg and knitting

1 Martha Osmun
My experience is so limited it hardly matters. Angora wool wust be pluc“-
ed mnot clipped or varn will shed forever wmore. Spun from hand ~ no wash-
ing or carding - loose light tension, plentv of spin on yarn, adjust so
not pulled from hand too quickly I spin fine., Angora is 8x warmer
than wool, It is expensive, 33,00 per ounce, aﬁa hot to wear. A little
goes a long way! To card with wool, wool has to be fa*er fine or it
seperates (d =s not stay carded LOdeL?er) when vou draft the fiber mass
to spin, I liked to »ply 1 strand Angora with 1 or 2 strands fine wool

v Ellen Leone




BARN FRAME LOOMS (and what to look for when buting one)
——
st of all, for those who way nd know what a barn frame loom is,
it's an aﬂtlc ue loom, usuall] from 100-200 yeaLs old and it has an outer
structure re ernll%g the framing an a barn, These looms were not wmade from
barn beams, but usually were pmettv roughly made, It is really a rave
treat to find one that was made by a craftsman with great care, but 1 have
seen several of these, one of which we . —™
bought for a mere $65, =) : -
The firet loow I bought at an
auction, pretty wuch sight unseen, It
was all there, nothing spec*al, but I
did use it for a few years until I
found one I liked better, and I was
able to sell that one at a profit to
put towards the one I am now using,
mostly for blankets, This one is a
veryv early one (1L700's) and very prim-
itive., It works very well with a bit of
tinkering as you go, and really all the

lovely blankets, linens and coverlet
of 200years ago were woven on such
looms., To use an antique loom, wou do
have to be vllllhg to put up with re-
quired fussing and adjusting that is
necessary with these, It does help to be a bit of
the woman who wove all her families'. textile needs
looking over your shoulder adwiring,

if you jlpn to look for one to buy, here are
cautions 1. Talk to any antique people you know or
one, One person often leads to another and another
start to turn up looms, Expect to look at a few befo
like, 2, When you go to look at a loom, remember
dividuals and althourh thev are am_21w#3v similar
ferent and there are several different main tynes a
3, Try to get beyond the dirt and grime of
often some lovely wood under ther
4. The wmain things to look for in Lhis
a, Ho spit or attered beams
b, Ho dry rot or term
c. two beams that are round;
bear: which «Qoulg have a rﬁ*cu,+ ont it, usually
d, IT¥ you are looking for one with a seat, vou
curved D‘ePbS ﬂke SOJE» althouzh I've seen excepnti
times, The ot 1es with cedu" are often in tter shape
overall box-like structure and the beams didn't tend
those with the beater hanging from beams truding ou
looms are called canti-leavered looms and u should
for warped top beaus vou will lose weavin
ing.,
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you are a woodworkpr

You can easily replace a lot

G.

these loom pieces

as they are so uncomplicated, ﬁreadleu are oiten mﬁsu*“g,’but easy to re-
place, So are the harnesses. We usually look for one's that are pretty
complete, especially the round beams, overall structural beams, breast
beam, beater, But don't be discouraged if there are missing pieces, this
is often oneway of buying one for very little,

6. CUS?T: This depends on where you arel Someone'n attic - 0-350, An

antique shop in Vermont, Hew Hampshire,
200, Mesine coast, Massachlaetua, Conne
that price denends little on the loom,

and soeglul in cons truct101 ones, 1'd
range, if you want to walt and look aro
7. HIDDEN COSTS: If jour budget is sm
lar on the loom, watch out, You're Tolm
last but not leqot STRING HEDDLEE, You

for a coverlet (1600) or vou can save o
yvou'll mneed pulleys to hang your harne
nice wooden ones or a rolluoa These
ones from your hardware store, but you
varr loowm,
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§. You are only limited by the numbe
weave on these looms, just as on a new
of things that are more easily woven on
heavy beaters, etc, I'm primarily doing
coverleba, and linens because that's wh
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that is a grade sheep or fleece? WER: A sheep whose breed or combina-
fien of preeds are unknown, one might have a Montadale, Jorriedale, Suf-
folk cross, but the proportions are not known, or one COHld say, "It YQOks
like 2 seeeees’ ’0tﬁ11~ wrong with a grade sheep or fleece, 0Often time
the meat will be as good or 3NQLuer, and also the fleece can be ecuale as
good as a purebred if the animal is a good proportion of a fleece breed,
i,e. Romney vorrledale,‘etc. Bleanor Boutcher

And Nertﬁd Osmun's answer is "Sheep that have the characteristics of
a par ticular breed without the registration papers or the assurance of
their breeding,

[TON?7??277 Commercial mills remove vegetable matter frowm wool
by using a process called CARBOUIIZATION. Can
anyone explain carbonization and what effect 1t |
has on the wool? ’

Send answer to annette Reynolds 3Box 2534 R, D. 1 Bristol,Vt,

- 05443
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In weaving two-harness rugs in plain weave, try put r the heavy TLllef
throuth on the first sheu, and a tabby binder on the second shed, and keep
repeating., £lL the rug yarns ”111 show in a column on the first shea. This
makes a 71”’t@* -welght rug thar i a:c1 every row is of heavy rug
yarn, but it has its Hrpo@_ P ath tats or cott

RUG WEAVISL el Deo

rugs, >
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Best, Georgia - R.D. 1 Middlebury,Vt, 05753 545-2170
Bixby, Marietta P,0. Boxl94 Vergennes,Vt.05491 877-3002 S

-

Boardman, Dale & Gretchen 55 liddle R4, Willsboro,N,Y.12996

Granstrom, lMichaela R.,D., 2 Vergennes,Vt, 05491 545-2519 S & W
Homer, Christine Star RI., Box6 3ristol,Vt.,05443 453-3773 3
Inie, Ruth 0ld Forge Rd, Elizabeth, N.Y.12932 3 & Y
Jenks, Jane Box Schroon Lake,N.,Y. 12870 3 & W
Kavanagh, Bonnie 20Percy Rd, Churchville,N.,Y, 14423 S
Lytton, Barbara Rt.1l 3ox49 Vergennes,Vt,05491 759-2585 S & D
Maynard, Ruth Rt,125 &, Middlebury,Vt, 388-3335 5 &D
Murphy, Pat R.D.,2 Box238-4ABristol,Vt,05443 453-3416 s
Horris, Debby R.D,1 Shorham,Vt, 05770 897-7012

Olivo, Sandy R,D.3 Bristol,Vt., 05443 453.4364 S
Otis, Trudy 28 Sibley Ave, Montpelier,Vi, 05602 W
Randall, Pat Rt,65 Chittenden,Vt.,05737 483-9472 s
Stein, Dorothy 3511 MorthSt., Burlington,Vt.05401 863-4105 S
Temme, Debbie Star Rt,268 Chittenden,Vt, 05737 S
Torrey, Gail R,D.1 Box426-A Vergennes,Vt, 05491

Torrey, Ramona #,0,1 Box200 Vergennes,Vt.05491 759-2339
DiGiacomo, Lily 6029 E,3uffalo R4, Churchville, H,Y.14428

' Rutland Herald 1-17-82 ~Zl.L. Tug® [ UMDIES?

TARITES”
erwa W“iorﬂear of rabbit fur,
ad an "R" at?ﬂ“ oz .72, aeconé
c. Do the ladder was rib-knit

According to an inderendant test,
wool and nvlion in a DrdSHEd ribbed knit
Wwhs a HcﬂeV—co\b knit of v1ﬂlon and acry
wool at "a" .38 and cotton "R .33,

The use of rabbit fur brought to wind the wmethod used by Northern

Indian Eskime tribes for weaving rabbit fur robes, Rabbits were skinned
in 1-inch wide strips in a spiral so the result was a lenght of Y"yarn"
about 10-12 feet long. Soretfmea, this deliciate "BABIGHE" yarn was rein-
forced with a narrov deerskin thong, Waen 50 or 60 skins were collected,
a frame the size of the desired robe was used to loosely weave a blanket

a simple pattern, Although yéu could poke a finger through the loose
weave aﬂvvhpre it was light and warm, serving as the imner layer of other
“18691n5 ro>es or the foreruﬂner of the modern sleeping bag when it was
ack- aﬂked Eskimos develowned the ideal cold weather protection with

ol
=)

”1nd stopping waterproof uealq¢1ﬁu and insulation inner l“wero of soft furs,



